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Introduction to PED for hauliers
This document is part of the standard operating procedures (SOP) for porcine epidemic diarrhoea (PED) and is identified as SOP 1b.
PED is a viral disease of pigs that causes acute and severe outbreaks of diarrhoea that rapidly transmits among all ages of pigs.
Key characteristics of porcine epidemic diarrhoea virus (PEDv) include:
Severe impact on newborn suckling piglets, where mortality can reach 100%
Significant financial losses for pig producers
No risk to human health or other farm animals and no food safety concerns
How is PEDv spread?
The main source of PEDv is infected faeces. Anything that is contaminated with even a tiny amount of infected pig faeces can be a source of infection, which can be spread:
By pigs, people, vehicles, other animal vectors (including rodents, birds, foxes, ﬂies, pets and other farm livestock), equipment and contaminated bedding, feed and water
Through the air, via semen and porcine blood plasma
PEDv is a signiﬁcant threat to the UK pig industry. Follow the biosecurity principles below to minimise the risk of disease.
As a haulier, you are responsible for:
Preventing the farm from being contaminated by your vehicle
Preventing your vehicle from being contaminated by the farm
Having clear biosecurity measurements in place
The PPE and equipment on your vehicle
Cleaning and disinfecting your vehicle
Parking on the farm where parking signage is provided
Work with your customers to establish robust and practical biosecurity protocols to protect their pigs against new and established disease threats.
Explore further resources on PEDv
These sources provide additional information and up‑to‑date guidance on PEDv:
National Pig Association (NPA) – nationalpigassociation.co.uk
British Pig Association (BPA) – britishpigs.org.uk
Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA) – gov.uk/government/organisations/animal-and-plant-health-agency
All SOPs available on our website – ahdb.org.uk/PEDv
[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]




Page 2 of 2 	ã Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board 2026. All rights reserved.



image2.png
Animal &
Plant Health
Agency




image3.png
Deartment
for Environment,
Food & Rural Affairs




image4.jpeg




image5.jpeg




image6.wmf

